OUR COMMON LOT: PORTRAYING THE UNITED EMPIRE
LOYALISTS, 1785-1929

Michel Hardy-Vallée

After a month-long transit on a ship with family in tow, Willet Carpenter disembarks in the port
of Saint John, New Brunswick on September 14, 1783, and looks for the officer who will direct
him to the administration of lots.' Recently released from military duty, he will have to file a
claim with the British Army to compensate for his losses and service.” In the meantime, he has to
find a meal, a bed, and a roof for his family tonight, though this might take some searching, due

to the constant influx of newcomers in Saint John.’

Through the telescope view of the past afforded by contemporary perspective, Willet Carpenter is
a settler, a Loyalist who defended the British Crown against revolutionary America, and a
founding member of the Canadian nation. When he arrived in Saint John, however, he was a
stranger among many, lost in a heterogeneous mass displaced from home by the political

upheavals of the British empire, encountering a reality that was as arbitrary as it was uncertain.

An identity created long after the fact, the United Empire Loyalists are the first wave of mass
immigration into Canada, and the plurality of their origins was distilled down by late nineteenth
century nation-building aspirations. Colonial governors, judges, ministers of the faith, but also
French Huguenots, Maryland Catholics, Quaker pacifists, Germans, Dutch, Native people and
Black slaves all made their way into Canada on the heels of the American Independence. This
selection of pictures from Library and Archives Canada aims to question their enshrinement as
Canadian Founding Fathers by looking at the contrast between representations contemporary to

the Loyalist era (ca. 1783—1820) and those created by subsequent generations.



Portrait of Joseph Brant, after 1785

Artist unknown
Watercolour painting and ink, 17.3 x 27.8 cm
Library and Archives Canada / MIKAN 2898097

<http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/pam_archives/index.php?fuseaction=genitem.displayl

temé&lang=eng&rec_nbr=2898097>.




Among the people who expressed loyalty to the British Crown, the First Nations are distinct from
all other Loyalists in that they did not emigrate, and did not gain land in the process, rather losing
it.* A prominent Mohawk warrior chief from the Adirondacks region in modern-day New York
State, Thayendanegea (ca. 1742—1807), better known as Joseph Brant, had long been aligned with
the British Empire, from the Seven Years War through the American Revolution.” He occupied a
visible place in British society as a strong military ally comparable to the “Four Indian Kings”
who visited Queen Anne in 1710, until he rebelled against the Crown’s handling of his land
claims.® Identified in this watercolour painting by the same attributes as those of the portrait
George Romney (1734-1802) painted of him in London on the cusp of the American Revolution,
Brant is depicted here with hatchet on the ground, not in hand, in a manner reminiscent of the
1710 painting of “Indian King” Mohawk leader Tee Yee Neen Ho Ga Row by John Verelst (ca.
1648-1734).” Offering peace in the form of a wampum belt like Tee Yee Neen Ho Ga Row, to
which are added a pipe and feathers, Brant is portrayed here at the moment he is still a defender
of the land that he will ultimately loose to the Loyalist immigration leading to the creation of

Upper Canada in 1791.



Joseph Brant (Thayendanegea), 1776

George Romney (English, 1734-1802)
Oil on canvas, 127 x 101.6 cm
National Gallery of Canada / no. 8005

<http://www.gallery.ca/en/see/collections/artwork.php?mkey=5361>.




Tee Yee Neen Ho Ga Row (baptized Hendrick), Emperor of the Six Nations, 1710
John Verelst (Dutch, ca. 1648-1734)

Oil on canvas, 64.50 x 91.50 cm

Library and Archives Canada, C-092415.

<http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/pam_archives/index.php?fuseaction=genitem.displayl

temé&lang=eng&rec_nbr=2836993>.




A Black Wood Cutter at Shelburne, Nova Scotia, 1788

Captain-Lieutenant William Booth (English, 1748-1826)
Watercolour, 22.7 x 16.5 cm
Library and Archives Canada / MIKAN 2836297

<http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/pam_archives/index.php?fuseaction=genitem.displayl

temé&lang=eng&rec_nbr=2836297>.




Of the nearly forty thousand immigrants who left New England to acquire land under the
auspices of the Royal Commission On the Losses and Services of American Loyalists (1783), the
majority settled in the Atlantic provinces.® Stationed at Shelburne, Nova Scotia, Captain-
Lieutenant William Booth (1748—-1826) unhappily served the combined roles of army engineer,
clerk, and draftsman in the largest, most unstable settlement of Loyalists between 1786 and
1789.° This aquarelle sketch of an unknown Black man cutting wood portrays sought-after
manual skills in a colony already on its decline for lack of adequate manual workers.'’ A
portrayal of labour, seen from a careful distance, this picture by an officer who owned Black
servants also points us to the paradox of the Nova Scotia colony, in which both slaves and freed
people coexisted.!' In inverse proportional relationship to the rarity of Black Loyalists pictures,
this portrait has been reproduced in a large number of recent exhibits, a sign of our current

interest in revisiting previously neglected parts of Canadian history.



Part of the Town of Shelburne in Nova Scotia, with the Barracks opposite, 1789
Captain-Lieutenant William Booth (English, 1748-1826)

Pencil with brown wash on wove paper, 54.6 x 29.2 cm

Library and Archives Canada / MIKAN 2836960
<http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/pam_archives/index.php?fuseaction=genitem.displayl

temé&lang=eng&rec_nbr=2836960>.



Willet Carpenter, ca. 1820

Anthony Flower (Canadian, 1792-1875)
Watercolour, 15 x 18.7 cm
Library and Archives Canada / MIKAN 2837823

<http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/pam_archives/index.php?fuseaction=genitem.displayl

temé&lang=eng&rec_nbr=2898153>.




Portraits of Loyalists painted from life are remarkably rare in the collections of Library and
Archives Canada, and this portrait of a New Brunswick settler more likely owes its existence to
the possibility that it is a family portrait, rather than being a portrait of a Loyalist. Painted by an
amateur artist of Baptist creed who left England at the turn of the Industrial Revolution to
become a farmer in British North America, this portrait joins together the two initial waves of
English immigration in Canada.'* Anthony Flower (1792—1875), in his late twenties, depicts
former serviceman Willet Carpenter (1756—1833), who may be a relative of his mother-in-law, at
an age past midway upon the journey of his life."> At opposite ends of their lives, subject and
painter cross gazes, and ours cuts through this encounter with an inquiry into a history that by
then was becoming but a faint memory.'* Little or no detail of this portrait is now readable for a
modern audience as exemplary of Loyalists, and we are left with an instance of an amateur’s

lifelong effort at representing his relatives.
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Late self-portrait, painted five years before the painter’s death, May 1870
Anthony Flower (Canadian, 1792-1875)

Wash on paper, 28.5x 39.9 cm

Collection of the New Brunswick Museum, Saint John, NB.

<http://www.beaverbrookartgallery.org/anthonyflower/artgallery.asp?id=3>.
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Coles Green, brother-in-law of the artist, 1840
Anthony Flower (Canadian, 1792-1875)
Watercolour, 20.3 x 16.5cm

Collection of the Beaverbrook Art Gallery, Fredericton, New Brunswick.

<http://www.beaverbrookartgallery.org/anthonyflower/artgallery.asp?id=16>.
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The coming of the Loyalists, 1783; ca. 1907
Henry Sandham (Canadian, 1842-1910)
Watercolour painting and ink, 17.3 x 27.8 cm
Library and Archives Canada / MIKAN 2837473

<http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/pam_archives/index.php?fuseaction=genitem.displayl

temé&lang=eng&rec_nbr=2837473>.
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The nation-building ambitions of Canada in the wake of the Upper and Lower Canada uprisings,
as ultimately exemplified by the Constitution of 1867, oscillated between self-determination and
conformity to the rule of Empire, and brought about a gradual but important reinterpretation of
the meaning of the Loyalist experience as foundational for the national spirit."> Readable as both
fundamentally English and Canadian by their descendants yearning for great ancestors, the
Loyalists provided an ideal foil to the American Pioneers, and this foundational fiction built out
of filiopietistic tendencies is nowhere else best understood as in this painting by Henry Sandham
(1842-1910), commissioned for the popular history book Canada: Romance of Empire (1907).
Similar in shape to the famous composite pictures he created for William Notman’s photographic
studio, this fictional collective portrait exhorts the viewers to appreciate the aristocratic qualities
of their forebears (widowed or happily married), their genteel mien, as well as proper conduct
and impeccable hygiene under the duress of a forced exile.'® In an aspirational manner
reminiscent of the sixteenth century Amsterdam Dutch burghers displacing Hague royalty, early
twentieth century middle-class Anglophone Canadians paint themselves here in the guise of their
previous masters.'’ A representation of an ideal, this painting unifies with definite articles and
fine clothes the experience of a multitude into the triumph of civilization over the rabble carrying

its luggage, some of them faintly recognizable as Black.
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Detail from painting.
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U.E. Loyalist Monument at Hamilton, undated (before 1929)

Artist unknown, plaster cast for a statue by Sydney March (British, 1875-1968)
Photograph, no dimensions (3.5 x 4in ?)
Library and Archives Canada / MIKAN 2242535

<http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/pam_archives/index.php?fuseaction=genitem.displayl

temé&lang=eng&rec_nbr=2242535>.
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Until the First World War, United Empire Loyalist associations and genealogical societies across
the country flourished in the trade of offering an alternative ideology to the success of the
American expansion, but the military alliance with the United States during the Great War put
back into question the received ideas manufactured by amateur historians and filiopietists.'®
Nevertheless, Loyalist monuments were still occasionally unveiled, and the statue coming out of
this plaster cast was inaugurated in the city of Hamilton on Wednesday May 23, 1929 (currently
standing front of the Court House in Prince's Square, Main Street East)."” Although a collective
portrait of fictionalized Loyalists like Henry Sandham’s painting, this influential sculpture by a
prolific British artist specialized in portraits of eminent people and royalty nevertheless makes a
small step away from aristocratic ambitions and the certainties of empire.* Still finely clothed,
the multitude of the Loyalists is recast for years to come into the synecdoche of an exemplary,
gender-balanced family walking towards the lot given to them by the British authorities with both
hope and uncertainty. No longer an aristocratic group, the Loyalists had by then become a
middle-class nuclear family of pioneers, this repository of stable values from which later that
year the Depression-era anxious viewers might read out expressions of fortitude, as their own lot

was being cast by the financial world spinning out of control.*!

17



United Empire Loyalists, 1776-1784, 1934

Canada Post Corporation, designed by Robert Bruce McCracken
Commemorating the 150" anniversary of the completion of the United Empire
Loyalists' immigration to Canada

Postage stamp: steel engraving, olive-green, perf. 11

Library and Archives Canada / MIKAN 2184779

<http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/pam_archives/index.php?fuseaction=genitem.displayl

temé&lang=eng&rec_nbr=2184779>.
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The Loyalists, 1984

Commemorating the bicentennial of the Loyalists’ departure from the United States,
the image reuses the composition of the Hamilton monument for the central group,
seen from the side.

Canada Post Corporation, designed by Will Davies (Canadian, b. 1929)

Postage stamp: five colour photolithography, perf 13+,

Library and Archives Canada / MIKAN 2218887

<http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/pam_archives/index.php?fuseaction=genitem.displayl

temé&lang=eng&rec_nbr=2218887>.
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NOTES

! Based on data from the New York Genealogical and Biographical Society, and from the
Collections of New Brunswick Historical Society, No. 5, 1904, pp. 277-9, Willet Carpenter left
onboard the Cyrus with wife and children, August 21, 1783 at New York, and landed in Saint
John September 14, 1783 (UELAC.org).

2 Carpenter’s losses and service are recorded in Great Britain, Public Record Office, Audit Office
13, Volume 21, folio 87:

The Memmorial of Willet CARPENTER late of Westchester County in the Province of
New York but now of Queens County in the Province of New Brunswick

Your Memmorialist assisted to Raise a Company in the Kings American Regt. as will
appear by Request of Colo. FANNING went into the Fishkills Mountain and Guided in
Twenty Recruits to New York and after the abovesaid Service Guided in to New York
from North-Castle Seven Recruits to the abovesd. Regt.

five years Service at Morisinia under Command of Colo. James DeLANCEY, Colo. Isaac
HATFIELD and Major BAIRMORE.

1782 Sent out as a Spy by General LOUSBURGH and made Returns. Twice a prisoner.
(http://www.royalprovincial.com)

> Half of the thirty-five thousand Loyalists in Maritimes were civilian, half disbanded military
personnel. Civilians were sent to Nova Scotia, military to New Brunswick. They received free
land, and could claim provisions and other help from the British Crown through the Royal
Commission On the Losses and Services of American Loyalists (Campey 64).

* According to the Royal Proclamation of 1763, land westward of the Thirteen Colonies was
meant to belong to the First Nations. However, this land was eventually gradually encroached
upon by the Thirteen Colonies themselves, which led to Brant’s 1776 visit to London to secure
this land in exchange for his service to the Crown. But following the American Independence,
Britain did little to protect this land, even though the 1784 Haldimand Treaty bequeathed the
Iroquois people 3800 km” of land, since it spent its military energies instead towards the
international turmoil caused by Revolutionary France. Eventually, the only land that was secured
for the Mohawks is the current territory of the Six Nations Reserve in southern Ontario, about
190 km?, which represents 5% of the land granted by the Haldimand Treaty (Dictionary of
Canadian Biographies Online).

> Born around Little Falls, NY, Brant underwent military service during the Seven Years’ War, at
15, under James Abercrombie (1706—1781), moving up Lake George to invade Canada then with
Jeffrey Amherst (1717-1797) down the Saint Lawrence River towards Montreal. (Dictionary of
Canadian Biographies Online).
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% In July 1776, James Boswell wrote an account of his London visit in the London Magazine,
which compared him to the Mohawk leader Tee Yee Neen Ho Ga Row, who visited in 1710:

It is well known that the chief of the Mohock Indians visited England in the reign of
Queen Anne, and was very well received at the court of that princess. His picture is
preserved at the British Museum. At that time the Mohocks were a very rude and
uncivilized nation. The periodical essays of the Augustan age of England, as Queen
Anne’s reign has been called, shew us that the very name of Mohock was then terrible in
London . .. But somewhat more than half a century has made a very great change upon
the Mohock nation. They are now so well trained to civil life, as to live in a fixed place, to
have good commodious houses, to cultivate land with assiduity and skill, and to trade
with the British colonies. . . . The grandson [this is inferred from an erroneous
understanding of the Mohawk language] of the chief who visited England in Queen
Anne’s reign is their chief at present. He is in the prime of life, and has seen a good deal
of service along with the late Sir William Johnson. . . . The present unhappy cibil war in
America occasioned his coming over to England. He was solicited by both sides to give
his assistance, and found himself perplexed amidst a contrariety of arguments upon a
great subject, which he could not well understand. Before coming to a decisive resolution,
he resolved to go himself into the presence of the The Great King as the British sovereign
is styled amongst the American Indians. . . . This chief had not the ferocious dignity of a
savage leader; nor does he discover any extraordinary force either of mind or body. . . .
His manners are gentle and quiet ; and to those who study human nature, he affords a very
convincing proof of the tameness which education can produce upon the wildest race.
(Boswell 1)

7 Wampum belts are made of small bits of polished shells, tied together with strings to make
belts. They are often used to commemorate treaties and important events.

¥ See note 3.

? Shelburne received around ten thousand Loyalists, and by 1785 was the fourth largest town in
North American after Philadelphia (pop. 28,000 according to the 1790 census). Shelburne
acquired many carpenters, tradesmen, but little farmers, and the land was bad. Many left for
Prince Edward’s Island. The emptying of Shelburne began in 1787, when population fell below
3,000. Many Black Loyalists, often the only few qualified manual labourer, also began to leave
Sierra Leone. By 1795, there were fewer than 2,000 people in Shelburne (Campey 64-70).

Captain-Lieutenant William Booth of the Corps of Engineers kept a journal entitled Remarks and
Rough Memorandums, now at Acadia University (Wolfville, NS). The journal is a collection of
petty troubles, money grievances with the Army’s administration, observations on the weather,
price of goods, harvest yields, his back and skin illnesses, drafting activities (he made maps), and
ditties on the travails and boredom of Shelburne. He comments thus on his ill-fitness to the job in
a letter to the Duke of Richmond:

I humbly beg to submit to Your Grace’s consideration my opinion, that had the honorable
Board of Ordnance conceived copying plans to be the duty of the lowest subaltern in the
Corps, Capt™: Caddy, when at Newfoundland, would not have been allowed Two
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Shillings per day, extra, for doing the business of a Draftsman—AIthough I have done
much in this way during the Fifteen Years I remained a Subaltern, yet I never had any
emolument whatever for plan-drawing. (Booth 115)

1% See note 9. Booth makes mention of a Black man selling lumber, but it is not known whether
he is the same man portrayed here.

15™ April 1789. Windy and thick Weather appearance Rain—

A Black man brought Pickets for Mrs H’s Garden — I asked him what he sold them at?
Said 3 coppers a Bundle, how many in the bundle? He said 5, of eight ft. in length- the
above is the rate of 5 shillings per hundred- The man cutts them and brings them to the
house for this price- Walk’d out for 4 of an hour, ground damp to feet- My cold
increased, or rather returned. (70)

"' Booth left for the Bahamas and Grenada with his late wife’s servants, who represented a good
market value (Booth vii).

The 1759 conquest of New France allowed French slave-owners to retain their slaves, thus giving
a framework for slavery in British North America. The former Acadian lands, when realloted to
the British citizens, was given also in opportunity to freed blacks in 1759. Freed men and slaves
thus lived side by side following the arrival of Loyalists, since some of the latter had brought
slaves with them. Even though the British government freed Black men if they fought against the
Revolution, many were betrayed and resold by British officers, who could sell them to the West
Indies. The few who eked out a decent share of land were the members of the Black Pioneers
regiment, unlike those who did not volunteer in the Army. What is more, even freed men
continued working for their former masters in Nova Scotia, since Blacks were often among the
few qualified manual labourers (Winks 24-47).

2 In New Brunswick, Loyalists settled in the St. John River Valley (Campey 65). 1784 saw the
first major influx of immigrants, leading to the creation of the Province, but New Brunswick
struggled to retain settlers, experiencing slow growth, due in part to an unpopular governor,
Thomas Carleton, and a government restricting farming in order to protect timber areas for Royal
Navy masts. The economic crisis following the end of the Napoleonic wars (after 1815) and the
birth of the Industrial Revolution was the true impetus for the peopling of New Brunswick: many

demobilized soldiers were unable to find work, and farming opportunities were limited in
England (112-115).

Henry Flower’s father was a merchant in the shipping industry, who owned the boat Trent, on
which his son engaged at 20 (ca. 1812), against his advice. He eventually immigrated to St. John
in 1817, and establishes himself in Queens County, NB around 1818. He was an aquarellist until
the 1840s, and then settled onto oil painting as a medium, painting mostly friends and family
(http://www.beaverbrookartgallery.org/anthonyflower/main.asp).

 Henry Flower marries in 1820 Mary Green Flower (?—?), daughter of James Green (1747—-2),
Loyalist of North Castle, Westchester County, NY and of Elizabeth Carpenter Green (?7—?)
<http://www.beaverbrookartgallery.org/anthonyflower/main.asp>. Since Willet Carpenter was a
Loyalist of Westchester County, NY and relocated to Queens County, NB (see note 2), it is
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reasonable to hypothesize that he was related to Elizabeth Carpenter who married another
Loyalist from the same county, and relocated to the same New Brunswick county.

The age of Willet Carpenter is inferred out of the following information in Biographical Sketches
of Loyalists of the American Revolution Vol. 1: “Carpenter, Willet. Settled in New Brunswick in
1783, and died at St. John in 1833, aged seventy-seven” (Sabine 297).

'* By 1840, very few Loyalists from the immigration wave following the American Independence
were still alive (Knowles 164).

"> The United Empire Loyalist Association was founded in 1896 (Knowles 139). Even though the
Loyalists were not a tradition with a stable set of values, beyond a common interest in land, the
years following the 1884 centennial saw the need for a mythology that would answer to their
demonizing by American historians (163-164).

' In the Preface, the book purports to tell the history of Canada in such a way that “scarce any
one of intelligence and spirit [may] not find some entertainment in hearing of the doings of the
valiant heroes, the bloodthirsty villains, the virtuous ladies who played their part in the Canadian
drama and then passed for ever away.”

"7 Looking at the portraits of Amsterdam leaders opposed to the Hague Court, Joanna Woodall
argues that the burghers employed three strategies: reuse, recasting, and derivation. Conventions
of aristocratic portraiture such as the representation of swords were reused as such by the
Amsterdam elite, while bourgeois conventions such as marriage portraits were recast outside the
private world into the signifying sphere of statesmanship. Oblique allusion to aristocratic
conventions, such as showing a subject in a position similar to that of one holding a sword, but
holding another object, was often used to allude to nobility without signifying it directly
(Woodall 79-86).

'S Between 1884 and 1914, a large amount of Loyalist monuments were erected in Ontario to
promote patriotism, middle class values, and the Empire (Knowles 115). However, by the 1920s,
the Loyalist creed was slowing being revealed by historians as more complex, less glorious, and
less useful in the face of a First World War alliance with the USA, which made the Loyalist
heritage less a badge of distinction for the middle class, since it was seen as reactionary (168).

¥ (Knowles 168).
%% From the David Cohen Fine Art gallery website, about sculptor Sydney March (1875-1968):

March was a prolific sculptor of portrait figures, busts and heads of British royalty and
nobility, and contemporary celebrities. He was one of a large family of sculptors who
originally came from Hull. Together with his six brothers and sister Elsie, they began a
sculpture studio in 1902 in Goddendene in Kent where each of them specialised in a
different area of bronze casting and marble carving. Sydney executed many portrait busts
of eminent contemporary figures including Cecil Rhodes and Edward VII. His other
principal works were war memorials, as far a field as Calcutta (an equestrian statue of
Lord Kitchener) and Canada (the United Empire Loyalists Memorial at Hamilton).
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*! According to Richard Brilliant, portraits such as those of Homer or Seneca—likenesses of
individuals knowingly made without any reference to the actual experience of having seen their
subject—function as objects out of which an audience finds in it all the qualities it was expecting
from it (50). Portraits bring a powerful, intimate connection to people, but reading into a fictive
portrait gives you a sense that this could have been a real person who lived as we imagine it.
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LOYALISTS AND IDENTITY
Lesson plan
TARGET GRADE LEVEL

Secondary 4-5 or Cegep

OBJECTIVES
Through this lesson, the students will:
* develop an awareness of North America’s mixed cultural heritage;
* understand the link between pictorial representation and subjectivity;

* question their presuppositions about ethnic origin.

PORTRAITS
* Portrait of Joseph Brant, after 1785
* A Black Wood Cutter at Shelburne, Nova Scotia, 1788
* Willet Carpenter, ca. 1820
* The coming of the Loyalists, 1783; ca. 1907

¢ U.E. Loyalist Monument at Hamilton, undated (before 1929)
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR TEACHERS

Those we now call the Loyalists were in fact a mixed bag. While some of the wealthiest
ones went to England, nearly forty thousand went to Canada, distributed as such: thirty-
five thousand to the Maritimes, six thousand in modern-day Ontario, and two thousand
along the St. Lawrence valley in Québec.

There were three main categories of Loyalists:

1. People who had a vested interest in the Colonial government: governors, judges,
officials, ministers of the King’s faith (Anglican), and those who agreed with Royal
policy on specific issues, such as merchants and land owners, who had a stake in
organization of government and land tenure.

2. Members of creed/cultural minorities who were not yet fully assimilated into
American life, such as French Huguenots, Maryland Catholics, Quaker Pacifists,
Germans, Dutch, Native people, Black slaves.

3. Tory élite and aristocrats, some of which retired to England.

Between 1884 (the centennial of Loyalist settlements in Upper Canada) and 1914, a large

amount of Loyalist monument were unveiled in Ontario to promote patriotism.

In many ways, this was an attempt to counteract the tendency of American historians to

discredit Loyalists as imperialists and stumbling blocks in the march of the Revolution.

The increasing urbanization of Canada at that time also led to a nostalgia of the agrarian,

pioneer past, spurring interest in genealogy.
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LESSON PROCEDURE

Part I — 15-20 minutes

* In pairs of two, students discuss the geographical origins of their family names.

* [favailable, Internet search or dictionaries may help localizing family names that might
have undergone lexical alterations (e.g. Mahler->Mailer).

* Each student draws items or scenes that can be considered typical of the geographical
origin of his/her own family name.

* Drawings are kept by each student, and not shown to the other student.

* Then each student is asked to draw what he or she considers representative of the
geographical location of the other’s student name.

¢ Students then compare their own representation with the other student’s representation,
and note similarities and differences. They also note their subjective reaction to the ways
in which the other student has represented his/her origins. Finally, students are asked to
record the differences and similarities between their current way of life and what they

perceive to be those related to their name’s geographical region of origin.

Part II — 30-40 minutes
* The 5 portraits from Library and Archives Canada being spread at random on a table, the
students are asked to group together images that could date from the Loyalist era and
those who could be from a subsequent era.

* The teacher animates the discussion without giving the answer right away.
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When the students have arrived to a consensus, the teacher can comment on the students’
choices, and correct as necessary.

The teacher then asks the students to compare the pictures from one group with pictures
from the other, and elicits ways in which the representations are distinct, prompting the
students to consider why there are such differences.

Students are also encouraged by the teacher to find the connection between the drawing
activity they did in Part I with the current exercise in Part II to understand how distance
(geographical or historical) from a fact can colour interpretation. If the students are
sufficiently advanced (Cegep-level), they may be asked to comment in their own words

on the particular ideology that animates the later portraits.

Part III — 30-45 minutes; can be done at home

Students write a synthesis paper on the differences between their perception of the others
and their lived reality, freely using examples from the discussions during Part I and Part
II.

This may tie into a discussion of prejudice and diversity (for a humanities class), but

could also tie into a discussion on objectivity and subjectivity in a social sciences class.
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